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LIB 389 / WGS 389
Social Justice Through Zines (3 credits)
Syllabus – Fall 2024

Class Info:	In person, TR 3:05 – 4:20pm in Butler 314
Instructor: 	Julie Setele, PhD, MLIS (they/them)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Parts of this syllabus are drawn with gratitude from the work of Kevin Adams, Dez Alaniz, Nicole Bedera, B. Remy Cross, Lua Gregory, Chris Heard, Shana Higgins, Allison Hutchison, Remi Kalir, Sara Kramer, Jason Luther, Danielle MacCartney, Shannon Mattern, Kelly McElroy, Amanda Rosen, Dawn Stahura, and Tryon P. Woods.] 

Office:		E. H. Butler Library 275
Office Hours:	Tues 9a-11a at the Ask Us Desk, or by appointment
Phone:		716-878-6236
E-mail:		seteleja@buffalostate.edu


Course Description[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The language in the course description is borrowed, with revisions, from the work of Lua Gregory and Shana Higgins, and the work of Sara Kramer and Kevin Adams.] 


This course examines social justice movements through the lens of zines – that is, DIY magazines that are made and distributed by artists, activists, writers, poets, weirdos, freaks, nerds, and more! As DIY publications, zines give voice to people living in the margins. In this course, we will explore the history and theory behind zines, read them, and make our own, while focusing substantively on social justice themes. Thus, we will analyze media, technologies, and information artifacts surrounding social justice movements to understand how information is produced and shared to (mis)inform, persuade, agitate, and build awareness. We will reflect on current and historical social justice movements to consider how to best support the information needs of those advocating for social justice.

Learning Goals and Outcomes 

Students will:

1) Analyze the history of zines and their impact on personal and social change
2) Create an original perzine (personal zine) minizine
3) Find and evaluate information sources about a social justice movement
4) Design and create an original zine about a social justice movement
5) Reflect on each of the zines they create



Required Text & Other Resources

There is no required textbook. All readings are available to you for free in one of three ways: as electronic resources on the open web, as electronic resources through Butler Library, or as physical materials available on reserve at the Circulation Desk.

You are expected to complete all assigned reading before the first class of the week (except for week 1). You should be prepared to discuss the material in class at both an intellectual and a personal level. The more effort we each put into this class, the more we will get out of it.

Access to Canva Premium is required but provided through the library at no cost. Canva will be modeled for you in class. You are welcome to use other digital software that you are comfortable with, but I can only offer support for Canva.
In class, you will have access to a laptop. You will likely need access to a computer outside of class as well. You will need to create your zines in either digital or analog format. If you create your zine in analog (physical) format, you will need: paper, scissors, writing utensils, glue stick, and old magazines or books with images that can be cut up. 
On workshop days, you will have access to zine-making materials, but you are welcome to bring your own, too (e.g., collage clippings, your favorite pens/markers, washi tape, rubber stamps, stickers). 
You will also need access to some Bengal Bucks for printing. 

Evaluation of Your Learning: Assignments

The quality of your learning and your ability to critically engage with the course material will be assessed in the following ways:

Participation (20% of final grade)
Attendance
1. Each class period will begin with a 2-minute doodle/drawing/self-portrait, which will be turned in and count as your attendance documentation.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Credit for this exercise goes to Dawn Stahura.] 

2. You are responsible for everything that transpires in class whether you are present or not, including any changes that may occur to the course schedule. If you miss class, get notes from a peer and then visit me during office hours or make an appointment to address any questions.
3. If you are sick, please stay home. COVID is still very much a thing. I wear a mask daily to protect myself and others, and to make public spaces more accessible for all.
4. Each student is permitted up to 2 absences, no questions asked, and no notification or documentation required. If you anticipate needing to be absent more than 2 times over the course of the semester, contact me right away.
Constructive participation
1. This class is designed to be interactive, with students actively engaging with course material throughout the semester.
2. Participation can come in many different forms, including contributing thoughtfully and meaningfully to class discussions, asking or answering questions, and bringing in outside materials that relate to the class (for example, a zine you find on your own, a song, or a news article).
3. Participation must be constructive to contribute positively to your grade. Merely speaking often, rather than advancing the discussion, will not benefit you or your peers. Likewise, you are expected to be respectful to your classmates and instructor by avoiding texting, emailing, using social media, etc. during class.
Self-evaluation of participation
1. At both the midpoint and endpoint of the semester, you will evaluate how well you have prepared for and participated in class.

Reading Logs (20% of final grade)
1. There will be six reading logs assigned; the one lowest score will be dropped.
2. For each reading log, you should reflect on the previous two or three weeks of readings (however long since the last reading log) and select at least four zines and one non-zine to respond to in your reading log.
3. Your reading log should answer the following questions for each zine:[footnoteRef:5] [5:  These questions were adapted from Dawn Stahura.] 

a. What is the name of the zine?
b. Who wrote the zine? What sort of authority do they have on this subject? (How do you know?)
c. What do you notice first about the zine?
d. What is the zine about?
e. What observations can you make about the style of this zine? What design features does it have? What kind of voice is it written in?
f. What questions does this zine raise for you? Does anything written in the zine confuse or surprise you?
g. How does this zine inform you about the topic(s) it covers? Be specific. (E.g., emotional appeals, logic/reason, playful drawings, etc.)
h. What are three things you learned from this zine that you didn’t know before?
4. Your reading log should answer the following questions for each non-zine:
a. What is the name of the reading (whether article, chapter, or selection)? 
b. Who wrote it?
c. What is the reading about? What is the author’s argument? (Be specific.)
d. What are three things you learned from this reading that you didn’t know before?
5. Each reading log should be between three and five pages, double-spaced (12-point normal font, 1” margins, etc.).

Perzine Project (15% of final grade)
1. Your “midterm” assignment is to create a perzine (personal zine) in a minizine format (8 1/8-sized pages made from a single 8.5x11” sheet of paper) and to reflect on that experience in a 1–2-page (double-spaced) statement.
2. One-third of your grade for this project will be pass/fail and determined based on the zine itself according to a rubric that the class creates collaboratively. 
3. The remaining two-thirds of your grade for the project will be determined based on the reflection statement, which should address the following questions:[footnoteRef:6] [6:  These questions were adapted from Jason Luther.] 

a. What goals did you have for this zine and did you meet them?
b. Assess your grade. What did you earn and why?
c. What lessons about zines did you apply from course materials while making this zine?
d. Discuss the choices you made regarding the materials of your zine, the tools required, and the social circumstances surrounding its creation. What was your vision and how was it affected by these materials, tools, and circumstances?
e. If applicable, reflect on your experience planning for and witnessing your zine in the wild. Were you inspired by where it ended up? Did you get any feedback?
f. If applicable, what will issue 2 of this zine look like? How will it build from the lessons of this first issue?
4. More details about this assignment are forthcoming.

Social Justice Zine Project (45% of final grade)
1. The final project for this course entails creating a digest-size (standard ½-page style) zine of at least 8 pages on a social justice movement or topic, and to reflect on that experience in a 2–3-page (double-spaced) statement. 
2. The project is scaffolded across multiple assignments, most of which are graded pass/fail. As a class, we will collaboratively develop the rubric for what constitutes successful or unsuccessful (pass/fail) completion of the final version of the zine.
3. The project will include:
a. Individual meeting with Julie (5%, pass/fail)
b. Critical annotated bibliography (10%, graded out of 100)
c. Outline/proposal (5% of final grade, pass/fail)
d. Presentation (5%, pass/fail)
e. Final draft (10%, pass/fail, collaborative rubric)
f. Reflection (10%, graded out of 100)
4. Students are welcome – but not required – to submit their zines to be included in the Butler Library Zine Collection.
5. More details about this assignment are forthcoming.


Evaluation of Your Learning: Other Policies

Due Dates

On two occasions, your work will be due in class: On October 10, your perzine is due (in physical, folded minizine format), along with your perzine reflection (uploaded to Brightspace). On December 5, you have the option to hand out one copy of your final social justice zine to each person in class, including the instructor; that way, everyone will leave the class with a small zine collection. The instructor can print the zines for you (in black and white), with enough advance notice. If you prefer not to share your zine with your peers, you may bring just one copy for the instructor.

The final due date (for your social justice zine reflection, uploaded to Brightspace) is Tuesday, December 10 at 5:30 PM.

All other due dates are Thursdays, at 11:59 PM. All times are in the Eastern time zone.

Late Policy

Assignments must be completed and turned in on time to pass this course. Late assignments will receive a 10% penalty per day. If you are having problems and contact me prior to the due date of an assignment, you will receive at least a 24-hour extension. If you don’t contact me, late penalties may accrue.

Final Grade Determination
	Letter
	Grade

	A
	93+

	A-
	90-92

	B+
	86-89

	B
	83-85

	B-
	80-82

	C+
	76-79

	C
	73-75

	C-
	70-72

	D+
	66-69

	D
	63-65

	E
	0-62










Grades with decimals of .49 or lower will be rounded down to the next whole number. Grades with decimals of .50 and higher will be rounded up to the next whole number. (Standard rounding)


Communication
Please review the course schedule and due dates on pages 11-12.
Each student is expected to regularly check for and respond to messages sent to their Buffalo State email address, as well as to regularly check Announcements in Brightspace. Each student is responsible for ensuring that the documents they submit online are correctly submitted.
If you have any questions, I am available for drop-in office hours Tuesdays 9a-11a at the Ask Us Desk at E. H. Butler Library. I am also available for individual appointments either online or in person (just email me). I will respond to your messages within 24 hours (excluding weekends and holidays).

Accommodations

Students who need accommodations to complete the requirements and expectations of this course because of a disability are invited to make their needs known to the Student Accessibility Services (SAS) Office, E. H. Butler Library 160, (716) 878-4500, email sas@buffalostate.edu or complete their request by filling out the Initial Accommodation Request form. 

Students registered with SAS should use the Accommodate Portal to submit their "Semester Request" (Letter of Accommodation) every semester. This letter informs faculty of the student's academic accommodations.


Academic Integrity & Academic Misconduct[footnoteRef:7] [7:  This statement was adapted from the work of Shannon Mattern.] 


Citing our sources and giving credit where it is due are ethical, political practices. As Sara Ahmed and Kishonna Gray acknowledge, citations are a means of determining “who appears,” who counts, whose work gets validated. Our citational choices have the power to build communities, as well as to dismantle, build, and reform canons and disciplines. 

All work submitted must be original and, where information is extracted from other sources, given proper attribution. Any time that you use somebody else’s work, you must give credit. You must provide a citation whenever you paraphrase, quote, or even borrow an idea.

Please familiarize yourself with Buffalo State University’s academic misconduct policy, and keep in mind that citation is more than just a bureaucratic obligation. All students are expected to display honesty and integrity in completing course requirements and following university academic regulations. If you have any questions about proper citation of sources, please ask me or consult the Writing Center. Plagiarism and cheating of any form carry consequences.

Artificial Intelligence[footnoteRef:8] [8:  This statement was adapted from the work of Chris Heard.] 


Generative artificial intelligence tools — software that creates new text, images, computer code, audio, video, and other content — have become widely available. Well-known examples include ChatGPT for text and DALL·E for images. This policy governs all such tools, including those released during our semester together. You may not use generative AI tools on assignments in this course. 

If you choose to use generative AI tools in violation of this policy (or in another class that permits them), please remember the following:
· They are typically trained on limited datasets that may be out of date. 
· They are trained on pre-existing material, including copyrighted material; therefore, relying on a generative AI tool may result in plagiarism or copyright violations.
· The goal of generative AI tools is to produce content that seems to have been produced by a human, not to produce accurate or reliable content; therefore, relying on a generative AI tool may result in your submission of inaccurate content.
· According to a July 2024 article in Harvard Business Review, “the training process for a single AI model, such as a large language model, can consume thousands of megawatt hours of electricity and emit hundreds of tons of carbon… [and] can lead to the evaporation of an astonishing amount of fresh water into the atmosphere for data center heat rejection.” Therefore, relying on a generative AI tool has significant environmental impacts.

If you use generative AI tools to complete assignments in this course, I will apply the Buffalo State University academic misconduct policy as appropriate to your specific case. Please act with integrity.

Course Content is Intellectual Property[footnoteRef:9] [9:  This statement is adapted from the work of Allison Hutchison.] 


Content posted in this course Brightspace course is your instructor’s intellectual property. Likewise, any assigned readings belong to the author(s). Unless you are explicitly given permission by your instructor, you are prohibited from copying and pasting or otherwise submitting content from this course to any generative AI program such as ChatGPT. Content can include but is not limited to:
· Assignment directions
· Lecture slides
· Reading materials
· Notes
· Shared documents (such as from Google Suite)
· Instructor’s publications


Title IX[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  This statement is adapted from the work of Nicole Bedera.] 


Title IX prohibits sex-based discrimination in any school that receives federal funding. If you are a student who believes you have been subjected to sexual harassment, sexual assault, or any other form of gender discrimination under Title IX, you may report such misconduct or file a formal complaint with the Title IX Coordinator. 

Mandatory Reporting

According to Title IX guidelines, all faculty and staff are now mandatory reporters. This means that if we learn about something that might be sex discrimination (e.g., sexual harassment, sexual assault, intimate partner violence, stalking, pregnancy discrimination, LGBTQ+ discrimination), then we must report what we know to the university’s Title IX Office. Usually, reports will only leave a record of concern, but sometimes, a report can be escalated into an investigation without a victim’s consent. Mandatory reporters are expected to share information learned in all settings, including during class activities, assignments, office hours, and outside of class. Please be thoughtful about what you disclose to me.

How to Seek Help

Sex discrimination can impact your education. I recognize that you may need to seek help from me, even if you do not want to report. If you need assistance in class or help navigating available resources, you can always ask me. You do not need to tell me why you are asking for help for a friend, another student, or yourself. I will respect your privacy, and I will help you.

Confidential Resources

There are confidential resources available that can help you navigate sex discrimination and will not file a Title IX report against your will. You can always contact:

Crisis Services (Buffalo & Erie County)
100 River Rock Drive, Suite 300, Buffalo, NY 14207
https://crisisservices.org/ 
24-hour crisis hotline: (716) 834-3131
Provides services related to mental health, suicide prevention, rape and sexual assault, domestic violence, elder abuse, and trauma support.

New York State Coalition Against Sexual Assault
If you are elsewhere in New York, find a New York State Department of Health-approved rape crisis center near you. 

988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
“The 988 Lifeline is a national network of local crisis centers that provides free and confidential emotional support to people in suicidal crisis or emotional distress 24 hours a day, 7 days a week in the United States.”
https://988lifeline.org/ 


Additional Resources

If you have difficulty with writing or simply want to improve your writing, I encourage you to visit the Writing Center here on campus. Visit in person in Butler 149, or online.
If you are experiencing emotional or mental difficulties, I encourage you to make use of the Counseling Center at Buffalo State. They provide free and confidential support and mental health services to all registered Buffalo State students. The Counseling Center is located on the second floor of the Weigel Wellness Center. To make an appointment or consult with a counselor, come in or call us at (716) 878-4436. You may also find more information online.
If you are experiencing food insecurity or struggling to get enough to eat, I encourage you to make use of the Milligan Food Pantry at Buffalo State. Milligan's food pantry is in the Campbell Student Union and utilizes an online order system.

Content Note

At various points during the semester, we will be discussing events and topics that may be disturbing to some students.
If you suspect that specific material is likely to be emotionally challenging for you, I would be happy to discuss any concerns you may have before the subject comes up in class. Likewise, if you ever wish to discuss your personal reactions to course material with the class or with me individually, I welcome such discussions as an appropriate part of our classwork.
If you ever feel the need to step outside during a class discussion, you may always do so without academic penalty. You will, however, be responsible for any material you miss. If you leave the room for a significant time, please get notes from another student or see me individually.

Critical Thinking

In this course we are not concerned about coming to an agreement about how to look at the world, but rather our focus is on building our capacity (1) to understand the role of zines in sharing information about social (in)justice, and (2) to create and experiment with the zine medium.
I am committed to treating all the ideas in this classroom with fairness, equity, and respect. This course aims to provide us with challenging ideas and the opportunity to uncover some useful ways of imagining our world differently. You are more than welcome to disagree with me, with the course material, or with the other students. Be careful to direct your criticism at the offending viewpoint or issue, however, not the person expressing that view. Also, do not confuse being challenged on your viewpoints and your analyses with intolerance or disrespect.
Discussions and disagreements are expected and welcome in this class, but mutual respect is always required.
I strongly encourage you to ask questions – you can do this during class, during office hours or an appointment, or via email. If you have a question, it is quite likely that other people are wondering the same thing.
When you see this, email the instructor with a picture of your favorite sea creature to earn one extra credit point to be added to your final grade. This offer expires at the end of week 2.

About Your Instructor

You may call me either Julie or Dr. Setele (pronounced “suh-TELL”). 

I earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology and women’s studies from Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio; a master’s degree in sociology from the University of California, Davis (UC Davis); a doctoral degree in Sociology with a designated emphasis in feminist theory and research from UC Davis; and a master’s degree in library and information science from the University of Missouri, Columbia.

Before graduate school, I worked in abortion care and reproductive rights activism. I began my graduate career researching the anti-abortion and pro-abstinence movements, and then switched gears to focus on issues of racial and economic (in)justice within the penal system. My dissertation examined the relative inclusion of formerly incarcerated people in local criminal justice policymaking. After being an assistant professor of sociology and criminology for several years in St. Louis, I transitioned into a second career as a librarian.

I first contributed to a friend’s zine (Ladyfriend, by Christa Donner) back in the early ‘00s, but didn’t start making my own zines until last year. I’ve now made over a dozen (on women’s soccer, romance novels, feeling words, abortion, and Octavia Butler’s writing), primarily distributing them for free online. I began collecting zines at Butler Library in spring 2024 (see also the Zines LibGuide!). I also coordinate the Social Justice Book Club.

Course Schedule 

The following is subject to change. As the instructor, it is my duty to inform you of any changes in a timely manner. As students, it is your responsibility to read the course schedule and any updates from me (announced in class or in Brightspace), and to request clarification, as needed. Since the course is designed to include frequent in-class activities, your attendance and constructive participation is expected.

	Dates
	Topic
	Reading[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Here, italics indicates zines. Except for week 1, all readings for a given week should be completed before Tuesday’s class.] 

	Due[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Unless specified, due dates are Thursdays at 11:59 PM. If it’s in bold, it’s due in class.] 


	Week 1
Aug. 27 & 29
	Introductions (Tues.) & Zine Workshop (Thurs.)
	Knight 2018
What is a zine?
Zines are queer, a brief history
	Student Info Zine (due in class Thurs.)

	Week 2
Sept. 3[footnoteRef:13] & 5 [13:  September 3 is the last day to drop without penalty.] 

	History of Zines
	Piepmeier, ch. 1
O’Brien 2012
Zineologies
Let’s make a zine
Introduction to: zines
	Reading Log 1

	Week 3
Sept. 10 & 12
	Zines & Creativity
· Guest lecture on collage
· Photocopier Challenge
	DeSalvo, ch. 1
Todd & Watson, section A
Doodle
How to draw
How to collage
How to make a collage vanity zine
	

	Week 4
Sept. 17 & 19
	Zines & Research Justice
	Nash, ch. 2
Merhar 2020 (& optional zine: TL;DR)
Intro to research justice
Cite this zine
Equity, exclusion, and everyday science learning
Indigenous narratives
	Reading Log 2

	Week 5
Sept. 24 & 26
	Speaking Truth to Power
· Attend Anne Frank Project Social Justice Festival on Thursday in lieu of class
	Nash, ch. 3
Deafblind people in history
What’s up with COVID…
Healthcare as care
Queer voices from the fight for Palestinian liberation
	

	Week 6
Sept. 29 & Oct. 3
	Social Justice: Feminism & Reproductive Justice
	Piepmeier, ch. 4
McKinney, intro
Who is fit for motherhood
DIY doula
Why is the government like this
Learning good consent
	Reading Log 3

	Week 7
Oct. 8 & 10
	Zine Workshop (Tues. )& Radical Self-Care (Thurs.)
	DeSalvo, ch. 6
Hell yeah self-care
My gratitude zine
Talking to myself
Self and collective care
	Perzine (zine and reflection due in class Thurs.)

	Week 8
Oct. 15 & 17
	Fall recess (Tues.) & Social Justice: BLM (Thurs.) 
	
	

	Week 9
Oct. 22 & 24
	Social Justice: Black Lives Matter & Racial Justice
	Ramdarshan Bold 2017
Let’s talk about race baby
12 things to do instead of calling the cops
White people hate protests
Pocket protest guide
For the family of George Floyd
	Reading Log 4

	Week 10
Oct. 29 & 31
	Social Justice: Climate Justice
	BT, environmental justice
Black lungs matter
Rice water
Front and center
Creation and climate care
	Social Justice Zine (SJZ) Critical Annotated Bibliography

	Week 11
Nov. 5 & 7
	Zines & GLAM (Galleries, Libraries, Archives, & Museums)
· Watch The Archivettes on your own on Thursday
	Sheffield, ch. 4
Todd & Watson, section B
Not your pretentious curator’s museum guidebook
Israeli damage to archives, libraries, and museums in Gaza…
	Reading Log 5

	Week 12
Nov. 12 & 14
	More Radical Self-Care
	Margolin, ch. 14
Ahmed, killjoy survival kit
Staying with our feelings
I am here to
Many tears
Self as other
	SJZ Outline/ Proposal

	Week 13
Nov. 19 & 21[footnoteRef:14] [14:  November 22 is the withdrawal deadline and the pass/fail deadline.] 

	Why Zines Still Matter
	McKinney, epilogue
Piepmeier, ch. 2
Students’ choice of 3 zines from the Butler Library collection
	Reading Log 6

	Week 14
Nov. 26 & 28
	Zine Workshop (Tues.) & Thanksgiving Holiday (Thurs.)
	
	

	Week 15
Dec. 3 & 5
	Zine Workshop (Tues.) & Zine Folding Party & Presentations (Thurs.)
	
	SJZ Final Draft & Presentation (due in class Thurs.)

	Week 16
Dec. 10, 5:30 PM
	
	
	SJZ Reflection




